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Rohrabacher Simpson Walsh (NY)
Ros-Lehtinen Smith (NE) Wamp
Roskam Smith (TX) Waters
Royce Souder Weldon (FL)
Ryan (WI) Stark Weller
Sali Stearns Westmoreland
Saxton Sullivan Whitfield (KY)
Schmidt Tancredo Wicker
Scott (GA) Terry Wilson (NM)
Sensenbrenner Thornberry .
Serrano Tiahrt Wilson (SC)
Sessions Tiberi Wolf
Shadegg Turner Woolsey
Shays Upton Young (AK)
Shimkus Walberg Young (FL)
Shuster Walden (OR)
NOT VOTING—10

Ackerman Hooley Paul
Carson Jindal Wasserman
Cubin McNulty Schultz
Heller Miller, Gary
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Ms. WATERS changed her vote from
“‘aye’ to ‘‘no.”

So the conference report was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a)
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS

Mr. MCGOVERN, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 110-493) on the resolution (H.
Res. 873) waiving a requirement of
clause 6(a) of rule XIIT with respect to
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

———

FURTHER  CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS, FISCAL YEAR 2008

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
House Resolution 869, I call up the
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 69) making
further continuing appropriations for
the fiscal year 2008, and for other pur-
poses, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

H.J. REs. 69

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Public Law 110-92 is
further amended by striking the date speci-
fied in section 106(3) and inserting ‘‘Decem-
ber 21, 2007,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 869, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) and
the gentleman from California (Mr.
LEWIS) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.J.
Res. 69.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
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Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

It is now 1:30 in the afternoon, very
late into December and we have to de-
cide how soon we want to get out of
town so that we don’t have to look at
each other for the remainder of the
year.

This vehicle is necessary to simply
keep the government open while we’re
making the final decisions on all re-
maining appropriations for the fiscal
year.

There have been numerous meetings
going on this week all over Capitol
Hill, and there have obviously been
many communications going on be-
tween the Hill and other locuses of in-
fluence and power in the city. And I
would hope that those would bear fru-
ition sometime soon.

Meanwhile, if we want to keep the
government open, we have no choice
but to pass this continuing resolution.
It simply extends, it keeps the govern-
ment open for another week, to Decem-
ber 21, 2007. I think it’s self-explana-
tory.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, the last time that Chairman OBEY
and I were on the floor together, I was
heard to quote our friend, Will Rogers,
and it had to do about sometimes we
talk more than we should. I was in-
trigued by the fact that while he ad-
vised us to never miss the opportunity
to shut up, that recently in Latin
America there’s discussion among
Latin leaders in which a fellow by the
name of Chavez kept talking and talk-
ing and talking, and this is by way of
suggesting that we don’t really have to
keep talking today. I think it was the
King of Spain, DAVID, who said, ‘‘Por
que no te calles?” If I could repeat
that, ‘““Por que no te calles?’”’ That is, if
we don’t talk too much, we’ll be all
right here today.

Mr. Speaker, it is kind of hard to be-
lieve that Christmas is less than 2
weeks away and that DAVID OBEY pro-
vides me with material for my own
presentation one more time.

While most Americans are Christmas
shopping and decorating their Christ-
mas tree, Congress continues to stum-
ble its way to completing its business
for the year. Unfortunately, we still
have a long way to go, so we find our-
selves today considering yet another
continuing resolution.

It was just 1 year ago the House
passed a series of continuing resolu-
tions to ensure the continuation of
government funding programs into the
new fiscal year. My friend Chairman
DAVID OBEY came to the House floor as
the ranking member during that de-
bate to criticize Republicans in the
House and Senate for their failure to
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pass the annual spending bills by the
end of the fiscal year. He spoke of the
breakdown in the budget process and
vowed that things would be different
under a Democratic majority.

We are now only, I say, 74 days in the
new fiscal year, and once again the
ranking member of the Appropriations
Committee is on the floor decrying the
breakdown of regular order. The only
difference is that DAVID OBEY is now
Chairman OBEY, and I'm the commit-
tee’s ranking member.

The breakdown of regular order, par-
ticularly in the Senate, is largely to
blame for our failure to complete our
work in a timely manner. Earlier this
year, my chairman was absolutely
beating us all over the room because of
our failure to pass bills at the end of
the year.

The Senate leader held up our bills.
Mr. OBEY knew that we’d passed all of
our bills in the House by July 4. The
year before we’d done the same thing,
and all the bills had been signed by the
President. And lo and behold, Mr. OBEY
finds himself. Frankly DAVID, I
thought you had much closer relation-
ships with the Senate than I, but here
we are. The breakdown of regular
order, particularly in the Senate, is
largely to blame for our failure to com-
plete our work in a timely fashion.

The President has been very clear all
year long that he would veto any
spending bill or any omnibus package
that exceeded his budget request. All
told, the House-passed spending bills
exceeded the President’s budget re-
quest by $23 billion, and yet the Demo-
crat majority chose to dismiss or ig-
nore the President’s clear intent, that
is, until now.

A short time ago, Chairman OBEY in-
structed the committee staff to prepare
an omnibus spending bill and pare
spending back to exceed the Presi-
dent’s request by $11 billion. Not in-
cluded in this total, there was over $7
billion being designated as emergency
spending.

Just in the last several days, maybe
even hours, the Democratic leadership
finally got the message. They came to
the realization that the President was,
indeed, serious. So it all appears that,
after months of work by our exhausted
committee staff, work can finally
begin on a spending package that the
President may be able to sign. I say
may be able to sign because the Presi-
dent has not yet seen the details of the
omnibus package that will come for-
ward.

For good measure, let me make very
clear the President will veto any omni-
bus spending package that contains
any controversial policy provisions,
any gimmicks or any consequential
budgetary sleight of hand.

I urge Chairman OBEY to resist the
urge on his part to add any so-called
contingency spending anywhere in this
package, as it may lead to a presi-
dential veto.

I'd like to close by quoting my
friend, Mr. OBEY, from a past CR de-
bate. He said, and I quote, ‘““We are here
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